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OVERVIEW
 The Reading Test measures how well you can understand what you read in personal, social and 

workplace contexts.

 Do your reading skills allow you to understand a wide variety of print materials, including email 
messages, charts, personal and business correspondence, and short informative texts?

 Can you recognize and interpret several different opinions that have been presented in a short 
passage?

 Each section of the test allows you to demonstrate specific reading skills and contributes to a 
profile of your overall reading ability.

 You have 60 minutes to complete all four parts of the Reading Test.
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OVERVIEW
There are four parts in the Reading Test.

Instagram and Telegram: @PDFEnglish



OVERVIEW

* The unscored items are used for test development purposes and may be placed 
anywhere within the Reading Test. They will have the same format as one of the other 
parts of the Reading Test. The unscored items will not affect your official score. 
However,  you will not know which part of the test contains the unscored items, so 
apply your best effort to all parts of the test.
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OVERVIEW
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READING TEST PART 1
READING CORRESPONDENCE
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GUIDELINES
The first task is to read a personal letter and answer six questions on 
the text.

The letter topic can be any subject that people would discuss in a 
typical correspondence, such as a holiday, a meal at a restaurant, or 
a family event such as wedding.

The second task in this section, reading a short reply from the 
recipient of the original letter, will be discussed later.
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R1 Example
Part 1: Read the following letter:
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Example Prompt and Question

Using the drop-down menu, choose the best way to complete each statement 
according to the information given in the letter.

1. Jared feels that Tofino is_________.

(a) somewhat bigger than he expected.

(b) more boring than Calgary.

(c) more pleasant than Calgary.

(d) too small to be interesting.
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STUDY TIP 1
Review and strengthen your skimming and scanning
abilities; these are key speed-reading skills. 

You need both skills to answer reading questions, so 
practice them every day if you can.

Use a textbook to learn more about these skills and to 
practice them.
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